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Hind sight
Is big sister watching'' Hardly These two horses were en-

joying the warm spring weather and the grass Tuesday un- -

Ltnda Sltllor

der the stare of a billboard on Highway 63 North The bill-

board is an advertisement for a nightclub in Columbia

House lottery changes draw senators' fire
JEFFERSON CITY (AP) Mis-

souri Senate supporters of a mea-
sure to establish a state lottery have
sharply criticized a version of the
plan approved by a House commit-
tee, and said the House measure
never would be approved by the Sen-

ate.
The House Revenue and Econom-

ics Committee on Monday passed
and sent to the full House its version
of a proposed constitutional amend-
ment which would allow Missounans
to vote whether to establish a state
lottery.

The Senate earlier this month ap-

proved the lottery measure, which
was sponsored by Senate Appropria-
tions Committee Chairman Edwin
Dirck, D-S-t. Ann. However, the ver--

sion approved by the House commit-
tee included several major changes,
and Dirck said it would have no
chance of passing in the Senate if ap-

proved by the full House in the same
form

"It stinks," said Dirck when ques-

tioned about the measure "I'm not
even going to take it up If that's
what they send over I'm going to kill
it"

House Speaker Bob Griffin, D-Came-
ron,

also said he was con-
cerned about the many changes
added by the committee and he pre-

ferred such provisons not be added
to the constitution.

A key change in the House com-
mittee's version of the lottery mea- -

sure was the elimination of a provi-
sion which would exempt the state's
lottery revenue from the state reve-
nue collection and spending lid, pop-

ularly known as the Hancock
Amendment

Under the Hancock Amendment,
which was approved by the state's
voters in 1980, if the state raises
more than a certain amount of reve-
nue under the collection lid's com-
plex formula it would be required to
return the money to the public
through income tax refunds

Rep. Wayrte Goode, D-Norma-
ndy,

a long-tim- e cntic of the Hancock
Amendment, said keeping lottery
revenues under the collection limit
would increase total state revenues

closer to that limit Goode said cur-
rently the state could raise about an-
other $150 million in general reve-
nues before it reached the lid

As a result, if the Legislature
wanted to increase taxes in the fu-

ture it would have to deal with the is-

sue of either changing the spending
lid or passing the revenue limit and
having to make the income tax re-

funds

Goode also had said reform of the
state's income tax structure and tax
increases were a better way to raise
revenue for schools and other state
needs But Goode said the changes
made by the House committee would
not kill the measure for the 1984 leg-
islative session

Lower cost
for food helps
price index

WASHINGTON (AP) - Food costs
tumbled for the first time since July
to hold the increase in consumer
prices to a mere 0 2 percent last
month, leaving inflation for the year
running at a moderate 5 percent an-

nual clip, the government reported
Tuesday.

The White House cheered the news
as "very reassuring" and private
analysts found no signs inflation was
moving back into the fast lane.

In its new report, the Labor De-
partment said food prices, paced by
cheaper meat, poultry, fish, eggs
and fruit, were off 0 1 percent in
March after surging 1.6 percent in
January and 0.6 percent in Feb-
ruary. '

Gasoline pnces reversed a five- -
' month slide to climb 1 percent in

March, their biggest gain since last
spring. Even so, they wen still 12.4

percent below their peak of three
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By Miry McNamara
Mlsacurlan staff wrlttr

The Columbia Area Economic De-

velopment Commission decided
Tuesday to hold a special
brainstorming session in two weeks
to discuss possible ways for the city
to muster state financial support for
the University

The decision is in marked contrast
with some of the commissioners' ini-

tial focus that the city gain economic
independence from a financially
troubled University That Initial plan
was to bring in other industries that
would offset the economic effects on
the community of a declining Uni-

versity.
At next month's brainstorming

session, commission members hope
to develop a program of financial as-

sistance for higher education here
that would be included in their bud- -

fjet The commission must present
ts budget to the City Council by June

1.
The commission has been given

160,000 this year for the promotional
effort The new plan could mean an
Increase in that budget request

Assistant City Manager Bob Black
offered his full cooperation and
added that if the commission did
come up with a program, he was
confident the City Council would
fund it.

Although no specifics were sug-

gested by the commissioners, the
idea of a city lobbyist to gam support
for the University in the Legislature
has been discussed for some time,
Sixth Ward Councilman Matt McCor-mic- k

said last month
At Tuesday's commission meeting,

Richard Mendenhall, president of
Boone Realty, sparked the discuss-
ion by saying that in the past week
three University professors came to
him with the intention of selling their
homes and "bailing out of Colum-

bia" because of low salaries
"All the stones were the same,"

Mendenhall said "Like they had a
tape recording None of them wanted
to leave Columbia, they all like the
city But they're being forced out
And things are getting worse by the
minute "

William Kimel, dean of the school
of engineering and a commission
member, immediately took up Men-denhal- l's

banner
"We've got full professors salary

sitting at $5,000 more than bachelor

degree students start at," Kimel
said. "And the professors' time is
constantly being wasted by Incessant
evaluation forms. They don't have to
put up with that. The problem Is not
with the programs, it's with the fund-

ing"
Mendenhall pointed out that many

people aren't aware of the economic
Impact the University has on the
community. Too often the issue gets
lost in the politics of taxation during
legislative sessions, he said. Or peo-

ple think that the University is whin-

ing too loudly about tough times that
everyone is faced with, he added.

The commission could provide a
neutral medium that people would
listen to, he concluded

Commission Chairman Charlie
Christy added that politicians too of-

ten brag about their campaign prom-
ises of no tax increase without realiz-
ing the harm being done to the
University and, in turn, the commu-
nity.

"A lot of people think of those pro-

fessors as deadheads who don't do
anything," Christy said "They don't
even know what the University con-

tributes just in dollars and cents "
Commission members decided to

gather people from all sectors of the
community to address the problem
and offer possible solutions to the fi-

nancial question and to increase pub-

lic awareness of the extent of the
community's economic involvement

"At worst we'll waste a couple of
hours and come up with nothing,"
Mendenhall said ' But this is a crit-
ical situtation that must be ad-

dressed for the long-ter- m quality of
the city"

In other action, the commission
heard Commissioner Henry Jenkins'
report on the feasibhty of recruiting
publishing companies to the area
After interviewing 10 local pub-

lishers and four from the Jefferson
City area, the research committee
recommended that the commission
begin a test program of direct mail-
ing to smaller publications

Black said that in preparing this
year's budget request, most things
would remain the same with little or
no increase requssted There may be
a cut-bac- k on national advertising,
he said He and the commission must
decide within the near future wheth-
er to pursue an advertising cam-
paign in Japan, but otherwise the
program will remain as is

By Susan Bruninga
Missourlan staff writer

The drive up Highway 63 seems to go on for-

ever, especially at 11 p m Even the headlights
set on high beam do not adequately illuminate
the deserted winding road But after about 10

miles of dark monotony, a neon sign comes
into view. A yellowish portable building ap-

pears in a field located in a remote section of
eastern Boone County.

The parking lot is filled partially; cars are
pulling in at a steady rate.

Railroad ties serve as steps leading down to
the double glass doors. The night air is throb-
bing from the disco beat inside.

Alter paying the $3 cover, patrons make
their way across the linoleum dance floor to
the bar where they can stash their beer or li-

quor. The secluded night spot does not sell al-

cohol, but it does supply mixers for a nominal
price.

The dance floor begins to fill with couples
who have downed a few beers.

Others prefer to sit and wait for people they
know to come in from the night. It is purely a
social occasion for them, a tizne to catch up on
the scoop with old friends.

This is one of the only places in the area

where they may encounter some of their
friends

Still others have come to sit at the dark ta-

bles and "cruise "
Two neatly dressed young men stroll in cas-

ually and stand by the entrance while looking
around. As they enter, several pairs of eyes
glance in their direction

The two strangers walk over to the bar wary
of the eyes that follow their every movement

"Who are those two guys?" asks one of the
patrons as he turns to his friend. "The one in
the dark pants is kinda cute."

"Naw, comes the other's response, "he's
tooqueenie."

The night spot known as Paradise Retreat
starts to hop around midnight. Dancing is not
the only activity, though. There are pool tables
and video machines. Couples who feel like re-

laxing can lounge m the soft chairs around the
fireolace

Paradise Retreat: one of the key social cen-

ters for Columbia's gay community.
The festivities wind down early the next

morning when most of the patrons take to their

t

cars and head back to the straight world
Most of the retreat's patrons live and work in

Columbia, a community where homosexuals,
they say, continue to be victimized by the
wrath of a discriminating heterosexual socie-
ty.

They contend the discrimination ranges
from being thrown out of bars for dancing with
members of the same sex to being denied a job
because they are homosexuals

Mike Tucker, a student at the University,
says the most significant indication of local
discrimination against gay people is that the
majority of the gay community is forced to re-

main in the closet
Moreover, some Columbia homosexuals say

that if they openly express their feelings for
their close fnends and lovers, they will be sub-
jected to harassment from the straight com-
munity,

"For instance, when I was walking down the
vhall, I passed two guys," Tucker says "One of
them looked at me and said faggot.' "

Tucker says prejudice of this type is largely
responsible for keeping most of Columbia's
gays in the closet

"Gay people are afraid of being harassed,"
he says.

"Can you imagine what would happen if,

say, Mark and I went into a restaurant, and he
said something that moved me," Tucker says
"Maybe I might want to lean over and touch
him on the shoulder or even kiss him "

Mark McDonald, also a University student,
addressed another problem commonly experi-
enced by local gays

McDonald claims his landlord is trying to
evict hun and his roommate for being homo-
sexuals Nevertheless, his landlord never ad-
mitted the actual reason why he is trying to
evictthetwomen

"They're not stupid," McDonald says
"They're not going to say it's because we're.- -'
gay"

Instead, McDonald asserts, his landlord
tried to evict them for disturbing the peace
when they threw a party.

"He asked the girls next door if the queers
were bothering them," McDonald recalls.
"Well, they're friends of ours and said 'no,'
and that they were having a good time at the
party."

"He told the girls that tenants never win, es-
pecially queer ones."

"It's totally in the landlord's right to ask
them (gays) to leave if they're gay," Tucker
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